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with a lot of historic preservation activities! 
It seems every organization had something of 
interest going on! Every meeting I attended 
brought to mind something the Kirkland 
Heritage Society is working on - and 
reinforced how important our heritage is to 
the hture of this community. 

The weekend of October 16 - 18th 
was a real historic preservation overload. 
On Friday and Saturday, the Washington 
Trust for Historic ation (M . 
its annual conferer storic PC 
Townsend where i~ W ~ S  rormed 26 ycals 
ago! 

The opening recep 
the former City Hall where rne rire nau a1 
Court Room have been turned into a 
museum. Looking at their photographs a1 
displays made me think how wonderful it 
would be to have such a facility in Kirklan 
The sessions on Saturday were held at 
historic Fort Worc: ese plair 
buildings - barrack :r house 
classrooms and c h a p  - 111 this fan 
setting are a tremendous communi 
resource for conferences and year-, ,,,,, 
education and recreation programs. Our 
community has lost such resources which 
could have served us in the future! 

Donovan Rypkema, the luncheon 
speaker was truly inspiring! He recently 
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historic buildings and sites will continue to 
be economically viable in our increasingly 

.tech, global economy. It reminded me 
e urgency here in Kirkland and how 

...,,. 1 we have to do to keep our history 
alive. 

Saturday night Barbara Loomis and 1 
accepted the award given to the Kirkland 
Heritage Society from the WTHP for the 
report entitled Historic Preservation - City 
ofKirkland. Walt Crowley, who made the 
presentations, referred to this report as a 
"model effort for other historic societies in 
the State." It's rewarding that our efforts 
are being recognized. 

Finally, a tour of the Rothschild 
House - one of my favorites. Not one of the 
grand Victorian Mansions of Port 
Townsend, this modest home was built in 
1868 and lived in until 1958 by members of 
one family. It was given to the State in 

ssentially as it was at the turn- 
y - hrnishings, wallpaper, 

picrures, nero garden - everything. You can 
still feel their presence, today! 

On Sunday afternoon, Historic 
le had a tea with tour of the 191 
ng estate - Alderra - in the Sea 
lands. A real contrast to the Rothschld 
;e. It reminded me that 
~uildings in Kirkland wh 

interest to the public and we sriuu~u : 
having an annual tou 

Sunday evening the w oodink 
Historical Society had a dinner celebrating 
their 20th Anniversary. It was a wonderful 
community event with reminiscences by 
many people who had lived there when it 
was a small agricultural community. 
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Representatives from the City and County See you at o 
were also present. I bought a copy of their Ferries of La 
book Mllage in the Woods - 18 70-1 920, - 
Wmdin 171 lrly Days, publis 
1993. Th utilized intervie1 
their oral msrury, historic photograpns an(' 
research done in a number of new 
is a high quality book edited by th 
TTistorical Society members. The Kirklanc' 

eritage Society with our photographs, 
:wspaper research. and oral history projc 
:rtainly 1 put tog 
milar pu 

As ~ ~ U I L  ul a llldiling to 
Neighborhood Associations we were invited 
to the Highlands Neighborhood Association 
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orking with KHS on his1 
sues in their neighborhoc 
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interpretive markers. Paul Hoerline, 
Kirkland Parks Board, suggested we discc 
with them a joint program on interpretive 

Eric Shields, Kirkland Director 
suggested that having more 

..Lormarlon on building styles wotlld he 
efbl to their staff We a 
rough on both of these. 
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of our program to preserve and protect 
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Tales from the East Side Journal 
By Alan J Stein 
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thought you might like to read a first-hand 
account of the ferries that were used at the 
turn of the century. This article was witten 
by Kirkland's first m H Collir 

Pioneer 'h‘ells of W U A Y ,   fin 13, 1v.w 

I still have some enter 
hearing about some 01 
getting now; $300 for a noneymoon si 
and $150 for hotel and parkin! 
Airport; plus all the restaurant 
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Remember we make $8.00 a book, so 
I, 

me at 827-7194 to pick up your copy. 

BOARD/( 
6:00 pm, November 29, 1995 

Kirkland Congregation: 

Early Ferry nl 

11 Churc 

- 
t. W. Neighbor,. .- , '- 

Traffic Manager, - ... 
Lake Washington Ferries 
Seattle, Wash. -. 

separated from Seattfe as we are by 
'Ake Washington, transportation has 
llwaYs been a vital problem in the 
levelopment of this section. 
Before the arrlval of the automobile 

4 t h  consequent building of good roads 
r trlp. by team into Seattle was.  a n  
lnderthking of some magnitude, The 
rip consumed a t  best a long day and 
vas an  arduous undertaking owing to 
,ad toads and the uncertainty of be- 
ng able to  cet through a t  all. 
mr a number of'years.small boats 

urnished the only transportation and 
provision was made for transWrUng 

teams etc. Owing to the many land- 
ings the trip to 'On- 

a much longer - than at 
-resent. 

After much agitation and Persussion 
bout 19.00 the county was induced to 
luild a ferry. (the \King County of 
Lent) and from this 'time the develop- 

merit of this section was more rapid. 
The fact is that the operation of the 

ferry by the county showed a loss 
each year of many thousands of dol- 
ars from the commencemeflt of the 
ervlce. . 
Thla drab on thd r e s ~ ~ e a  of the 

ounty, caused rpuch criticism and op- 
dosition from the south and city dls- 
Web- and made constant vigilance 
necessary by the cltlzena of this dls- 
m t ,  to retain the service, although 
many citlzena of Seattle gave us loyal 
upport. About 1908 the King County 
f Kent had to be r e p l a d  by a pew 
a t ,  The wruhfn~tan, which called for 
bout one hundred thousand dollar8 
urther expense by the county. 
Old nafdenb nu -4 with htar- 

LORRAINE 

Lucile McDor~ald 's Eastside Note hook: J 0 l 
Local Histov J i'pettes, edited by Lorraine 
McConaghy received a Certificate of 
Commendation from the Arne 
Association for State and Loc 

it, the  mu^. m n t l a ~  rs had to .e- mw rn& Im- 

the unlw efforts ture m. d e P m  on *- me 
of the e n m  East- lake Or by paved road around 
rlde. The growth i t  and it  in the part of rladom to rup- 
8nd development of part Our Isny rystcm* 
the &bide fn the n n y  m l e  critic@ our hnrpor- 
past 8( has tation M klng too lnfrequcnt, but we 

targely owing munt mlha that any tncroW ln it 
to our e*icient fer- must depend upon lncrcasbd bruinem 

-,.. which for the f e w ,  M r e  cannot expcct J. 
hPI beOn ;s regu- L. Andctson or m y  one e h  to t a b -  
lar and dependable Ibh It '' ' lws. 
M r*llrocrd t~ah YWrr rrrJr W Y ,  
~ r v i c e .  R. K Oolllnr. 

- .. e- 
Hnally when the - - - .  . 

Wlrshlngton w a 8 

condemned and i t  became neceMary to 
replace it  by a new skcl  boat, so much 
opposition developed In the other db- 
tricb that for a t h e  I t  looked M U 
we W O U ~ ~  kme the srrvice altogether. 

I t  was only by the loyalty of mvid 
McKlnde, cornmbsloner of the city 
W c t  to whom we o m  a debt of 
mutude uut we wen mm 
the ferrjrsllncoln. 
By lml the mntul to U,e eomtp 

gave rise to 60 much o&sition that 
the county leased the f e w  system to 
J. L. Anderson and it  has been since 
operated by J. L. Anderson. 
We have means of knowhg the 

and expenditures since that 
time but we surmise that in some years 
a t  least, the service h& shown a lass, 
but the service has been loyally main- 
tained with efficiency, regularity, and ,  
at low cost to the public. 

The older residents of t hb  dlslrlct / 
had long had a vision of a bridge 
across the narrow part of the late, / 

KHS AWARD FROM WASHINC 
TRUST FOR HIST 

PRESERVATI( 

from some point near Juanita beach 
but with the development of Sand 
Point by the U. 8. Government as an 
aviation fleld, that dream has been 
blasted, as the government ~ 1 1  not 
npprove it. 

BY the building of the paved road 
around the lake to Seattle the ferry 
system lost much trafiic, although the 
expense I s  greater than the ferry ser- 
vice. 

We are particularly fortunate ~n' the 
fact that the county owns the fmy 
system and rate8 and suvice are not 
subject to 8UrveY by the Bhte board, 
to t h b  fact We Owe our low rat@ and 
frequent trlpa 

Many People do not mllm th.t our 
ferry rates the lowest ln the state, 
equal service c o ~ e ~ .  -- 
Ber rate belng about one and one-hall 
cent Per mile, whue the n b  on s t m t  
cars in Seattle b slightly over two 
cents per mlle and equally low m b  

and truckr prmU on the 
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Bob Burke and Barbara Loon 
our award from Leonard Gad 
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The Kalakala Foundation. located at 154 N 
35th St. Seattle. was founded by Peter 
Eevis for the presen~atior? and return nf the 
Kalakala to Puget S ~ u n d  countr).. Mr. Revis Is 
originally f+om this area but he currently li\*es in 
..?!asks. He has been wurkine since the mid ! 980's 
hying to save the vessel. and established the 
Foundatjon in 1 PP! as a way of getting more people 

November 29 Meeting: 
I Biye and Lake Washingt Norm 

Ferries 
by Hazel Kelly 

We'll nlcc1 a L  I' OE at the Kirk1 and 
I 

Ihurch. 1 Avenue, 

rL, u:,+ Mr.Bi\c W I I J  U C > ~ G ~ ~ I I I ~ ; U I I  ~ I I G ~ I > L O ~ ~ O ~  
involved the restoration. I recently contacted Barbara 

L shington Ferries." A University of Luecke. local coordinator of the pro-ject. to offer 

v services. In case you didn't know it. the Kalakal; 
On Faduate7 he Few up around "get was built here in Houghton at the Lake Washingt 

Sound, but both his parer ed on la; Shipyard. It's construction provided a big payroll to 
ferries. He did also sellin. apers to the local area which at that time was in the grip of 

ke 
the 

passengers. 
rill be nl 

the depression. ! searched the East Side Jollrnsll 
index, and brought them all the local articles I could 
find. 

4fier meeting them md seeing current 
photos of the Ka!a!a!a I nflered to help out in any 
way ! can. These days. I'm spending a lot or  time in 
Museum archives, and while I'm their looking things 
up for us, I could also dig into the Kalaiiala story. I 
have already uncovered ~nterior photos of the feny 
taken by Asahel Curtis and am currently looking for 
any original plans or blueprints. 

.4nycne interested in prov~ding information 
about the Kalakala, or helping with the project can 

o meetir cember. 

Many of you probahly remember h e  
Kalakala, the silver streamlined ferry that operated 
on Puget Sound fiom 1935- 1907. Have you ever 
wondered what ever happened to thi: 
of the Northwest's ferries? Well. tht 
organization that is currently trying to rescue 
beautifid ship. whit ently dry-docked ' 
Alaska and bring il the shores of Sea 

s most fa 
:re's an 

mous 

this 
:.h is curr 
t back to 

conta .ct the Ka in 
ttle. 

The aar~nctive ferry Kalakara crl.,,, 
Elliot Bay C. 1940. 
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The Fresno Mystery: -. nally T - 1 In 1978, with a borrowed tank and regulator, I 

Matt Il made my first SCUBA dive in Lake Washington and 
by 1979 I was a certified diver and thoroughly 
hooked. I do ay for several years 
thereafter. 

I was quickly cuawrl lu alvlng at old steamer 
landings and the Lake Washington Shipyards site, 
where the ruins of wartime buildings and docks 
waited for replacement by the shiny new retail area 
and marina we know today as Carillon Point. 1 
sites often yielded old bottles and other relics 0 
Eastside's past. Like many divers, I was also 

gued by the prospect of exploring a shipwreck. 
Eh munately, I did not know where any were 

r every d 
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, local 1ESTROYED BY FIRE AT RDT ';EV UP: bed except the one at the Edmonds trnderwater 
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abou 

I thou@ of the old salt's mentioning the "real big 
ship" that D1~med at Bellevue. "My first shipwreck," 
I thought, but I needed to know more. I thought of 

ished I hi >re he dic 
nd, more ~ctly whe 

and it di 
 tio on ally 
!t. 

dn't real 
sunk dry 

1st an 
ne knew 

it was jt 
~t everyo I first learned of 

around 1969 or 19; ", wllwl I W, ~ U U U L  L~VG, --- 
old. My late grandfather, William F. McCaule~ 
siding contractor during my lifetime, had work 
the shipyard during World War II and remains 
fiends with men he'd known then. I liked to 
accompany Grandpa to his jobsites, the subdi 
that seemed to be popping UD evervwhere acr 

tstside back then. 
One of Grandpa'! 

and did electrical 01 ~ ~ W L I U U ~ ~  UI surnt-mg, was a 
grizzled oid sait. Like many construction tradesmen 
of his time he was missing a few fingers. He once 
told me that he had worked for the American Pacific 
Whaling Company "before the Depression." He had 
great sea stories of harpooning giant whales in the 
North Pacific. I was fascinated and asked him if hp 
"--ew the harpoon at the whales. He laughed a 

o," that they used a harpoon fired fiom a "s 
mon" on the vessel's deck. 
:or the nc or so I longed to i 
~m a stea n at a giant whale 

considered ~ ~ a p p ~ ~ g  my planned hture vocat 
astronaut, for steam rigger m 
decided against it. I vhaling v 
side line. 

The old salt had described what the whalin< 
steamers were like, along with other details of 
Mevdenbauer Bay's whaling days, including a 
ref; I a "real big ship that burned and su 
the le spring. Soon after, the old salt di 
I couldn't forget his Lake Washington whaling 
stories. 
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ter sevxal trips to Do& the Bdlevue and Seattle 
ies, I began to get some answers. The ship was 

---- Fesno, a 1149 ton bark built in 1874 at Bath, 
-M&e for the Pope & Talbot-owned Puget Sound 
Commercial Co., of Port Townsend, who used hm h 
the coMd 1mbm trade. She made her last voyme 

- sail in 1908 when she was sold to Capt. 
ard of the Tyee Whaling Co. He had Whslc 
3ros. S~pymds  rmove her sailing gear an< 

e to carry supplies and whale 
; station at Akutan, -Masks! and 
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ington Refector, "spontanbv- eulnbustion" 
d the ship to catch fue at t any's dock 
: morning of Apri! 4, 192: ny Leschi 

was nearby and attempted, unsub,,,=~dy, to tow the 
burning ship out into the bay to keep the dock &om 
the flames. The Marine Digest reported that at the 
time of the fire the Fresno had been outfitted with a 
steam donkey engine, v md other machinery. 
I also discovered a 1971 ' chart which listed 
the Fresno as a wreck sum UL ~deydenbauer Bay. 
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1914. 
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kids, my diving partners and I did not have access to 
any electronic sonar equipment. We had to search for 
the wreck the old fashioned way. Over the next few 
years we made dive after dive scouring the bottom of 
the bay, making several interesting discoveries, but 
no Fresno. Eventually, we had covered so much 
lakebottom in the bay that we eliminated all the 
places a 1 149 ton wreck could hide. 

We never found the Fresno, though I had 
numerous other diving successes in h e  lake; 
especially after high school, when I bought a 
sophisticated sonar system. I salvaged five W.W.11- 
era Navy aircraft and located several lake steamers. I 
pulled up ski boats and located a diamond lost by a 
parasailing Arab Sheik. I even salvaged old logs, 
selling them to pulp mills. But my sonar confirmed 
what we knew fiom our earlier dives: there was no 
burned ship hull anywhere near Meydenbauer Bay. 

This was a frustrating state of affairs. Not because 
the Fresno was a financially valuable target; it 
wasn't. It wasn't about making money, it was about 
just finding the wreck, about ulmning. I didn't even 
have to dive on the wreck; I just needed to know 
what really happened to put the issue to rest. Where 
was it? I'll admit hat I didn't exactly loose sleep, but 
the gnawing mystery of the Fresno stayed with me 
for 16 years. 

The mystery finally ended earlier this year. Not in 
the usual way, out on a pitching boat when an image 
slowly forms on a sonar record, but in, of all places, 
the law library. I was doing some computerized case 
law research on the LEXIS system. After I'd finished 
my work, for fin I decided to enter "Lake 
Washington." The computer quickly produced a list 
of legal cases containing that term. Several caught 
my eye, but I was immediately drawn to North 
Pncr$c Sen Products Co. v. N~eder &? Mnrczrs, 13 7 
Wash. 85,241 P. 682 (1925). 

The case suddenly and unexpectedly answered my 
16 year-old question; I finally knew the Fresno's 
fate. 

It involved a contract dispute. The instrument was 
executed four days after the fire: "Seattle, on April 9, 
1923. In consideration of one dollar, receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged, the undersigned hereby 
sells and conveys to Nieder & Marcus the barge 
Fresno, her apparel, tackle, and appurtenances as she 
now lies alongside the dock at Belleview (sic), Wash. 
It is agreed that as a further consideration the 
undersigned purchasers, Nieder & Marcus, will 

entirely and completely remove the said Fresno from 
Meydenbauer Bay within thirty days from this date. 

North Pacific Sea Products Co., By Wm. Schupp, 
Pres. 

Nieder & Marcus, By M. Nieder." 
North Pacific sued Nieder for breach of contract. 

After the fire, Mr. Schupp, wanting the burned hull 
removed from his whaling station, invited Nieder--a 
scrap and salvage business owner--out to inspect the 
wreck on the 6th. Nieder estimated the salvage value 
of the machinery and the costs associated with its 
removal. The ship was then still afloat but, 
unbeknownst to Nieder, the fire had burned several 
small holes in her hull and the slowly sinking Fresno 
had settled down into the muddy lakefloor by the 
8th, the day before he signed the contract agreeing to 
remove her. After Nieder discovered the vessel's 
plight, he sought to rescind the contract since 
refloating the hulk would cost considerably more 
money than he stood to make fiom salvaging the 
ship's machinery. Schupp refused to allow rescission 
and after Nieder failed to remove the hulk within the 
allotted 30 days, Schupp removed the machinery 
himself and sold it as scrap. He pumped out the 
water and refloated the vessel and once afloat he 
towed the ship out of the bay and into the middle of 
the lake. There, he slowly filled the Fresno with 
gravel until she slipped beneath the lake's surface to 
her final resting place 200 feet below. 

Schupp won the case and the court ordered Nieder 
to pay him $2,463.16 in damages for breaching the 
contract to remove the ship. Nieder appealed, but the 
Washington Supreme Court affirmed the trial court's 
judgement for Schupp. 

The Fresno mystery was all but solved. There are 
just a few spots in the lake as deep as 200 feet. I've 
sonar surveyed those areas in past years and a look at 
the sonar records in my files showed a large target 
that I had previously dismissed as probably being an 
empty work barge, not an appealing enough target to 
prompt a dive to that great depth. It had never 
occurred to me that the Fresno might be that far 
from Meydenbauer Bay. 
Now that I know her probable whereabouts, I 
might go down someday md break off a small 
chunk of her hull as a souvenir to add to the 
collection of Lake Washington historical 
memorabilia that I keep in my garage. Like most 
of my family my wife calls it "Matt's junk." 

/   em ember, we will h )er meeting or Blackberry Preserves. See you next year! I 
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