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Blackberry hesenss 

Kirkland Heritage Society 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
by 

BOB BURKE 

Thanks to everyone in KHS who is working so hard 
to promote understanding of Kirkland's history and 
the importance of our historic resources through 
programs, membership, research, interpretive mark- 
ers, oral history, photographs, articles, etc., et~.!! 
Historic Preservation is essential to the long-term 
quality of our City!! It takes time, but we are effec- 
tively telling our message to the public and our 
elected o&ials. Thanks for all of your work!! 
If you are not involved, and would like to be, call me 
at 828-4095 Q or 827-6550 (0). 

Melissa Thirloway has volunteered to be the Mem- 
bership Committee Chair! ! Thank you! ! Thanks to 
Barbara Loomis who has had that responsb'i  the 
past 3-4 years. We have plans to launch another 
campaign toward the end of the year capitalizing on 
all the research that was done on historic properties 
in Kirkland. 

Congratulations to AKCHO (Association of King 
County Historic Organizations) on their 20th anni- 
versary celebration, October 2 8 ~ .  

I was in Washington D. C. last month for a meeting 
of the American Planning Association. It is impos- 
sible not to think about history when you are there! I 
went to an exhiiit in the National Building Museum 
on Main Street Five and Dimes, the Architectural 
Heritage of S.H. fiess & Co. in hundreds of towns 
across American and now a thing of the past. 

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER PROGRAMS 
by Shannon Harris 

The National Building Museum (Built 1882-87) is in 
the historic, and restored Pension Bureau Buildii 
which has this wonderfid 1 16' x 3 16' central space, 
159' high. The guide explained that it was also built 
to house the Presidential Inaugural Ball - starting 
with Cleveland in 1885 - because up until then there 
was no space large enough and the Ball had to be 
held in a tent. 

Kirkland doesn't have such grand buildings, but it 
does have the smaller remnants of history - like the 
Kress's stores - all of which make up part of our 
local history - equally as important to preserve for 
and share with future generations! 

For the October 29th Program we are pleased to have 
Marc Cormelly, Assistant Director, Kirkland Parks and 
Recreation. Marc's presentation is titled: mat do 
Tulips and the Former Bothell Mayor Hwe in Com- 
mon? I guess we'll figure it out as Marc talks about 
the renaming and upgrading of Kirkland's Parks over 
the past five years, with an emphasis on the historical 
background and research required for such a project. 
Marc was also instrumental in helping with the inter- 
pretive marker project. 

The November 17th Program (please note: because of 
Thanksgiving this is Monday night a week early) will 
be with Peggy Hansen, Preservationist, Marymoor 
Museum. Peggy's program is: Photographic Preser- 
v&n Issues for the Family HWorian, She will dis- 
cuss the basics of photographic preservation. There is 
c'acidflee" and there is acid eee! Peggy will tell us 
how the professionals preserve historical photos. With 
all the hype now about making memory books at your 
local Five and Dime or crafts store, how fortunate we 
are to have a professional archivist share her knowl- 
edge with us. 
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Blatkbem Preserves 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN KIRKLAND'S WHAT ARE KIRKLAND'S TWO MAJOR 
COMPREHENSIW PLAN I HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL STYLES? 

Weareco~oureftbrtstoexpandandstrengthenthe 
C'i's policies related to historic preservation city-wide and 
m d o w n t o w n . T h e C i t y C o d i s ~ c o ~ t h r =  
Planning C o d n  r e c o d o m  for the Plaa Bob 
Burkemdeapresenrtationto themataworkshopto 
explain the criteria fbr desigmtion ofpropertes as historic 
and to summarh what our inve&o~y shows about Kirkland 

Members ofKHS are also participating inthe workshops, 
focusgroups,andIlleetingsonDownt~wnKiddand We 
him afirmged to be on the agenda of the Kirkland Asso&- 
tion ofNeighborhoods (KAN) in November to talk about 
historicpreservationmKirkland's~rhoodsandthe 
hventoryinfdnavailableto than. 

WHERE ARE KIRKLAND'S HISTORIC 
LANDMARKS? 

Two pieces of information which we now have about 
our historic properties are how many potential sites 
and structures there are by age and by neighborhood 
and how many we've inventoried. We've concen- 
trated on those over 60 years old so far - so there are I 
more to do! 

STRUCTURES BY DECADE BUILT 

Decade Total # of # on KHS % of 
B d t  Structures Inventory Total 
Pre 1900 62 32 51.6% 
1911 - 1920 399 136 34.0% 
1921 - 1930 302 128 42.6% 
1931 - 1940 406 50 123% 
1941 - 1947 424 19 9.7% 

Snb-Totals 1,644 392 23.8% 

STRUCTURES INVENTORIED BY NEIGHBORHOOD 

NEIGHBORHOODS Total Sites Structures % 

NORIURK 150 
WEST OF MARKET 102 
CEhTRAL 36 
SOUTI-IROSEFIJLL 32 
HIGHLANDS 26 
JUANITA (N & S) 33 
NORTH ROSE HILL 29 
HOUGHTON 18 
LAKEVIEW 18 
Kirkland Heritage Society 

Our inventory identified the two predominant archi- 
' tectural styles in Kirkland: Bungalows and Vernacu- 

lar residential houses. 

Bungalows - 1910 - 1920's 
45% of Kirkland's Historic Buildings 

Vernacular - 1870's to early 1900's 
25% of Kirkland's Historic Buildings 
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Blatkbeny Preserves 

Now that we are entering November, winter looms. The following is a reprint of a KHS article written for the 
KirWbnd Courier in their January 1997 issue. Since some Blsckbeng Pmsem readers don't get a chance to read the 
Courier, we present the article here for your enjoyment. 

TALKING ABOUT THE WEATHER - AN HISTORIC NORTHWEST TRADITION 
BY ALAN J STEIN 

There's one area of history that everyone loves to talk about - the weather. Think about it. Every time there's a 
new winter storm, everybody in the office has a horror story to tell about their commute. Soon, the conversa- 
tions turn to previous storms, and how bad they were. Everybody seems to remember inclement weather. Of 
course, it helps that in the Pacgc Northwest, storms have a knack for occuring around holidays, allowing us to 
remember them by name (e-g. the Columbus Day Storm, the Inauguration Day Storrn, and countless Thanksgiv- 
ing Day Storms, to name a few). 

This month's article highlights notable winter weather in Kirkland's past. This information was gathered fi-om 
ark& h the old East Side Journal, all of which were fiont page news. Just like today, bad weather is always 
the number one topic of discussion 

W5.u- 1916/17 mas t r ee .  The t r e e  was erected ized i n  p r i n t  a s  having gotter 
The grandaddy by the  Business and Professional "mixed up i n  the barbed wire 
of a l l  winter Woman's club, who were hoping entrenchments some way or an- 
storms. Un- 

fortunately, the East Side Jour- 
nal did not s t a r t  publication 
u n t i l  1918, so t h i s  storm is  
only mentioned i n  passing i n  
l a t e r  issues. (i . e. Yesterday1 s 
storm wasn't as  bad as  the  Big 
Snow of 1916 ...). 

Winter 1926/27 - This storm is  
notable, i f  only fo r  the  f ac t  
tha t  the  reporter covering it 
was smitten with a poetic tem- 
perament. Here's how he de- 
scribed it: "The king of the 
winds held the East Side i n  the 
hollow o f  his  hand Wednesday 
night when with mighty gusts, 
trees were torn up by the roots, 
signs blown from their hangings 
and boats torn from their moor- 
ings. " 

Winter 1928/29 - Fifty mile an 
hour gales h i t  Kirkland. The 
only damage discussed in the  pa- 
per involved the  town's Christ- 

t o  win a prize in a Seatt le  Times' 
t r e e  contest. The winds blew 
the  t r e e  over, but upon inspec- 
t i o n  is was noted tha t  two guy 
wires had been cut.  The members 
believed t h a t  the wires were cut 
by people who were inconvenienced 
by the  t ree ,  saying, "The se l f -  
i sh  interest of  a few seems to  
have taken precedence over the 
pleasure of  the great ma j ori t y  
of  people i n  the community." 

Winter 1932/33 - This wasn't a 
b ig  storrn, and cavorting on the  
i c e  allowed people t o  forget  
t h e i r  depression-era troubles, 

other". Meanwhile, doctors a t  
Kirkland Hospital were noted t o  
have been "taking care of knots 
on heads, gashes on legs and 
arms, s t i f fness  of  joints and 
bruised fannies". 

Winter 1933/34 - This was a wet 
winter. - December rains caused 
ma j or  flooding. The Redmond golf 
course was knee-deep i n  areas, 
and Lake Washington was noted 
as  being a t  i t 's highest level  
since the  canal was dug i n  1916. 
A house east of R&ond was caught 
i n  a mudslide, and ended up on 
top  of nearby ra i l road tracks. 

while. Clayton Shinstrom was 
noted t o  be an excellent skater,  
but Doc Raymond was memorial- 

Winter 1934/35 - This was one of 
those landmark storms. After 
dropping eleven inches of snow, 
a warm Chinook wind and heavy 
ra ins  melted it a l l  away i n  a 
24-hour period. Dowtown Kirkland 
was h i t  hard. A drainage c r e e k  
undermined Martin' s Grocery and 
the  East Side Bakery. The oven 
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i n  the  baker" f e l l  throuah the  tornary weather; lots I &RlUAND NEWSPAPER ~ D E X  - ~ 

f loor and wasd washed away, For- people On the beach and ev- I TO BE ACCESSIBLE WORLDWIDE 
tunately, i n  t r u e  small town erYone with a picnic lunch. " 
s ~ i r i t .  bakina continued on with The Paper noted tha t  other self- BY ALAN J STEIN 

the assistance of the ovens a t  styled weathermen were inclined 
Schmidt 's Bakery, down t h e  t o  disagree, and t h a t  they a l l  The East Side J o m d  database, 
street. f e l t  it t o  be colder than the  I *hindexes all issues ofthat news- 

Big Snow of 1916. 
Win* 1942/43 - 
Anyone who was Winter 1955/56 - In December, 

around here back a 68-mile gale h i t  the  commu- 
then i s  sure t o  nity, tearing a floatplane from 
remember t h i s  her moorings on Lake Washing- 
snowstorm. A ton and sinking her. In Janu- 
cold snap h i t  on 
January 16, followed by three 
days of snow. Even though war- 
time production was moving i n  
f u l l  force, the  Lake Washington 
Shipyard was temporarily closed 
down. One quarter of the  phone 
l ines  i n  the  area went down, and 
long-distance ca l l s  couldnf t even 
be made t o  a s  f a r  away a s  Belle- 
v u e .  T h a n k f u l l y ,  t h e  
planespotters i n  the observation 
tower between Bellevue and Kirk- 
land persevered throughout, en- 
suring t h a t  no enemy planes 
breached our national security. 

W i n t e r  1946/47 - Six inches of 
snow landed on Kirkland, and 
Rednond had around twenty inches. 
Schools were closed f o r  a week, 
40 percent of the  local  phones 
went out of service,. footbal l  
games were cancelled, but the  
paper noted tha t  the  Lake Wash- 
ington Ferries remained on sched- 
ule. 

Winter 1948/49 - A record low of 
1 4  degrees was reached on Janu- 
ary 4th. The newspaper in ter -  
viewed loca l  c i t izens  and had 
them guess t h e  temperature. 
Grocer Harlan Gehrt guessed 20, 
P o l i c e  Chief Al len  Cameron 
guessed 15, and h i s  son, Harold, 
guessed 8. Juanita storeowner 
Art Case made t h i s  observation: 

I took a careful reading of 
the store thermometer before 
locking the safe for the night. 
I t  said 72. I noticed no appre- 
ciable departure from our cus- 

ary, a more spectacular event 
occured when b a l l  l ightn ing 
struck a 150-foot t a l l  f i r  t r e e  
i n  Denny Park. One witness 
described it as  "... a b a l l  o f  
fire, spiralling around the tree 
and making an 

weather s to -  
r i e s  tha t  local  residents have 
been sharing around watercool- 
e r s  and woodstoves fo r  decades. 
So, the  next time w e  have a 
winter storm and a coworker 
t e l l s  you about  t h e  huge 
branches i n  h i s  yard, you can 
carry on the  t radi t ion  of North- 
west winter horror s tories .  Now 
you can say, "Oh that's noth- 
ing compared to  the b a l l  of 
f ire  that came screaming out 
of  the sky back i n  '56''. See 
if they can top t h a t  one. 

paper h m  191 8-1975, will soon be 
going on the internet, thanks to a spe- 
cial projects grant fiom the King 

I County Landmarks and Heritage 
Commission. 

Once online it will be accessible fiom 
anywhe~ m the world Right now, the 
databaseresidesonmy computerand 
at the Kirkland h i .  Some other 
people have copies, but most people 
either don't know about the database 
or don't know how to find it. The 
internet is the perkct location for it, 
sothatallIexarcherscanuseitwith 
easeatanytimeandatanywhere. 

Working with Graham H a s h  ofthe 
center for Plget S o d  meIy Pt 
Archaeology, the database will be up 
andmonthenetbynext  spring. 
Itwillbesetuptomakeit aseasyas 
possible fbr genealogists and histori- 
cal researchers to search through 60 
years of Kirkland headlines. I'm also 
writing a history of Kirkland for the 
website, along with an essay stress- 
ingtheimportanceofhistoricalnews- 
paper research We're also planning 
on including an area where people can 
leave questions and c o w .  

AsfsrasIknow,thisisthefirstre 
search tool of it's kind m the state, if 
not the country. I've done quite a bit 
of surfing, and the only n e m  
indexes I've seen only go back a few 
years. Kirklandwillbethefhtcom- 
rmmity m cyberspace to have a com- 
prehensive, journalistic history avail- 
able online. 
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You and your &ugw are cordially invited 
to  the 20th Anniversary Cefe6ration of the 

Association of 
King County Historical Organizations 

Tuesday, October 28,1997 
9:30 a.m. to Noon 

The Hollywood Schoolhouse 
14810 NE 145th Street 

Woodinville, Washington 

Tkis &ation wifI fkiy together those * w d  to create M c H 0  a d  
those wfio carry on its mission today 

RSVP with the number of attendees to Julie CYNeil 
(425) 451 -3711 

Twenty years ago a group ofpreservationist got together 
to talk about King County's historical organizations. 
Their needs were similar and they thought that they could 
achieve more for their individual societies/museums if 
they worked together. From that brainstorming discus- 
sion, with Art Skolnik leading the way the Association 
of King County Historical Organizations (AKCHO) 
was born 

Today AKCHO has 65 member organizations and 65 
individual members. This represents thousands of indi- 
viduals with a common mission of promoting mutual 
assistance among heritage organizations. Kirkland His- 
toric Commission/Kirkland Heritage Society has been 
a member for about meen of those twenty years. For 
me personally it has provided history, training, and net- 
working in many aspects of King County preservation. 
I invite all of you to attend this celebration of a unique 
organization that is one of a kind in the State. Call me if 
your interested in going. Barbara Loomis, 827-7 194 

Wnes 
ORAL HISTORY 

S i t t i n g d o w n w i t h K i r k l a n d r e s i d ~ t o ~ t h e i r ~ e s c a n  
pmvemos t i r r t e re s t ing .MaryAnnTi recen t ly~M 
Dorothy Wold, who was born in Redmond in 1902. Dorothy's 
~movedtoKirWand~shewasseven,axllivednearP~ 
Kirkpark Atmpoint, herparmtsmavedtheirhousetoanother 
location, south of downtown. It took a week, AND THE FAMILY 
LIVED IN IT WHILE lT WAS PROGRESSING THROUGH 
THE STREETS. It gives new meaning to the concept of "mobile 
w. 

TheOralHistorygroupwouldwelcomenewmembeaswhowould 
like to help preserve as many of tbe  inteaesting stories as possible. 
Wewillprovideyouwithmaterials,tmkhg andencouragemeart 
ourgroupmeetseveryfourorfiveweeks. 

We alsoneedsomeone tolmmcri'be~~ews.Theyaremuch 
more accessible in written form. We presedy have a Dictaphone, 
s o a u y m w i t h a w o r d p r o c e w x ( o r ~ )  axlalittletime 
cantranmihe them Call C m  at 821-3605. 

- -  - . --- -. r- - \ 

1 THE C A N A L  IS BEING BUILT. 1 
I 

1 
I KIRKLAND. WN. WILL B E  

A SEAPORT TOWN WITH A 
FRESH WATER HARBOR. 

- ---- 
~ h l a n d  &rrv D&. 

Xow this little town o f  which il speak, 
ELI ga t o  anb from it ,  Son'i take a meek, 

Ehe Ming Qlountg Sferrg onlg 
t a k ~ s  a little time, 

Xnb neuer charges nuer a S i m ~  
En anb from MirklanS. 

1 I 
CONGRATULATIONS AKCHO! I ' L-- J 
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tber 27 
&PW 

Blackberry hmus 

vember 10, 17, and 24. 
Neighborhood Preservation, 
Then and Now; Big Busi- 
ness, Small Neighborhood; 
and A Place to Stay. Each 
forum is $5. Call Historic LUNTEER OPPORTUNIT~ES 
Seattle, 622-6952 

MEMBERSHIP 
by B a h  Loomis 

position. She and her husband 
d t w x M d m k m a &  
eledbungalow WestofNlarket 

Melissa's address and phone 
 areo on the bottom of the 
membership form at right. 
Thank You Very Much 

Thank you hr your Support- 
ing Membemhip Renewal: 
Kirkland Womans Club 

Thanks 
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