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Kirkland Heritage Society 

TIME FOR A HOME FOR KHS?? 
by 

Bob Burke 

I am continually amazed at the accomplishments of 
KHS - its membership and leadership - over the past 
6 years! ! Because of everything we have been able to 
do, it is becoming increasingly important that we have 
a permanent building for the Kirkland Heritage 
Society to continue its mission! 

Our membership has tripled and should exceed 
100 this year! Be sure to renew! 
The Newspaper Data Base was completed and 
will be on-line this year - Thanks, Alan! 
The Oral History Program is KHS7s highest 
priority and more people are participating! 
The first phase of the historic property inventory 
will be done this year (Phase 2 - '99) 
Our monthly programs typically draw at least 25 - 
last month was nearly 50! 
Ten Historic Interpretive Markers installed by the 
end of 1998! 
Our photograph collection has over 1,100 images 
and continues to grow daily! 

We need a centrally located space, preferably in a 
historic building, which will hnction as: 

A focus for our all of our membership activities 
including monthly meetings, 
Public access for all of our historical information 
(Oral History tapes and transcriptions, Historic 
Property inventory records, Photographs, News- 
paper data); 
An archives in which to protect our increasing 
collections and allow their expansion; 
A place to display photographs and other histori- 
cal ephemera; and, 
An example of quality historic preservation 

This need was reinforced by a number of things the 
past couple months. Half of the effort in working on 
the photographs was pulling them all together in one 
place. The question now is, where do we store them 
safely where our members and the public can have 
access to them as needed? (The Board will be 
discussing a proposal for a temporary solution for 
that this month.) 

Our meeting at the American Legion Hall brought 
back memories of when we were exploring the 
possibility of purchasing it. That effort created a lot 
of interest and excitement in the membership! One 
comment was that having a historic building as our 
home would increase the credibility of KHS. I think 
that is true! 

A building the size of the American Legion Hall or 
the Christian Science Church (with a usable lower 
floor) would be very workable. At a minimum, we 
need an archives with work space and storage. We 
would still need to find monthly meeting space and 
arrange special displays, etc. 

Personally, I'd like to see us set a goal of having a 
space available in the year 2000! It would mean 
becoming more pro-active - really defining our 
needs, exploring knding sources, and identifjling 
potential buildings. 

Ideas? Think about it! 
We'll continue to discuss it at our meetings! 

It will need everyone's support! ! 
But, as with all of the other things KHS has done, 
once we've set our priority and decided to do it, 

I'm sure we =and yiJ 

ELECTION RESULTS 

Both Congratulations! and a Thank you! for 
continuing to serve KHS are due to Barbara Loo- 
mis, Alan Stein and Laura Westlund who were 
elected for two more years on the KHS Board. 

reinforcing the basic mission of KHS. 
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llaekberr~ Presenez 
WE MADE A GREAT START!! I I 1 

KHS Photograph Collection 
Organization and Protection Has Begun! - - 

On Sunday, May 31, 1998, we made a major step toward 
the long term protection of our increasing photograph 
collection! We have over 1,100 photographs and slides - 
pretty impressive! ! 

Thanks to Myron Lewis for allowing us to use his office. 
It was a great place to work - nice setting and lots of flat 
surfaces. Those who helped included: Cathy Smith, 
Barbara Loomis, Christina Brugman, Alan Stein, Vic 
Newhard, George Harris, Loita Hawkinson, Pam 
Owen, Michael Radcliff and Bob Burke. 

JUNE PROGRAM 
Heidi Bohan Bennett 

DAILY LIFE OF THE 
COAST SALISH PEOPLE 

Wednesday, June 24,1998,7 pm 
Kirkland Congregational Chumh 

Ethnobotanist and native plant steward, Heidi Bohan 
Bennett will focus her hands-on presentation on the 
life of the Coast Salish tribes. Though a display of na- 
tive objects and artifacts she will demonstrate the use 
of these materials. Heidi is married to a Haida Indian 
who is a carver and storyteller. 

We learned a lot: 1' I I 
There is a lot of member interest in this - 13 people I 
signed up to help - 11 showed up! 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. is a long time! 
We need other work parties, s&m! 
Itwasfun! 
The food was great - thanks Barbara & Cathy!! 

MORE FORTESCUE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Ernie Fortescue called the weekend we were working on 
our collection and said he'd found some more photographs 
to give to us. He was in Kirkland and delivered another 
40 photographs as well as a unique set of prints of the 
people working at the telephone company! We need help 
in id-g all of them! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICES 

Melissa Thirloway, Membership Chair, has sent out 
membership renewal notices for 199811 999. Remember 
that KHS now has 501-c-3 status and your membership 
contribution may be matched by your company. Be sure to 
send it back promptly - it really helps in both volunteer time 
and mailing costs, if we don't have to send a reminder. 

Also, please sign up to help on one of the many KHS 
activities! Our top priority is the Oral History Program! 
Christina Brugman (821-3605) has an excellent training 
program and we will provide equipment to record and to 
transcribe. We need the help of people interested in con- 

Among the photographs Ernie has so generously donated 
to us are photographs of the Fort Jackson, the American 
Legion boat. These will be used on an interpretive marker 
being done at the foot of 2"d Street by Westwater Devel- 
opment, Inc. A number of the photographs are 16" x 20" 
and mounted. They will be used in our exhibit at 
SummerFest ! 

Help needed in Publishing 
Blackberry Preserves 

I do apologize lk @brig B l a c m  Preserves out to you so late. This 
is a short month and it caught me off guard I hope that you mh, 

ducting interviews as well as transcribing. 
EXBllBIT BOOTH AT SUMMERFEST 

JULY 11 AND 12,1998 

KHS will have its traditional booth at SummerFest spon- 
sored by the Kirkland Arts Center on the weekend of July 
1 lh and 12&. KHS has become a member to help support 
this event and the KAC. Plan to attend this wonderfbl 
commumty event! ! 

~ m ~ ~ ~ o n ~ * e * f m t h e l a s t w e c t n ~ o f t h e  
month, and will be able to attend cnu program Wednesday. 

Vic Newhard has purchased our new booth with improved 
weather protection and will be looking for volunteers to 

I Q however, some help with plblishing this dm. Ifp 
have 5- fime ~hmwto* the ready d w  t o m  
pick it up, fo14 put on labels, stamp and c&s and mail it andor ifyou 

work at it over those two days! It is great fun and we look 
forward to the special new @lay of Ernie Fortescue 
photographs! 

have PageMaka I auld also use some help with layout. Please call 
Badma Loonris at 827-7194. Thanks. 
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By Alan J. Stein 

In 1933, Juan i t a  Bay was t h e  
s e t t i n g  f o r  one of t h e  l a rg -  
e s t  I n d i a n  
ce lebra t ions  ever  held a t  t h a t  
time on t h e  East  Side, i f  not  
the  s t a t e .  On a sunny weekend 
i n  May, members of t h e  Lummi, 
S k y k o m i s h ,  M u c k l e s h o o t ,  
Yakima,  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  
Snoqualmie, and many o t h e r  
t r i b e s  gathered f o r  a re-en- 
actment of t h e  s igning of t h e  
1853 peace t r e a t y  between t h e  
Indians  and t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of 
Washington. Thousands more 
gathered t o  wi tness  t h e  event  
and t o  experience Native Arneri- 
c a n  c u l t u r e  u p  c l o s e .  

The Warren 0. G r i m  pos t  of 
t h e  American Legion i n  Kirk- 
l and  sponsored t h e  gather ing .  
A committee worked f o r  months, 
contac t ing  many t r i b e s  and in-  
v i t i n g  them t o  pa r t i c ipa te .  The 
t r i b e s  would be i n  ~ A a r g e  of 
almost a l l  of t h e  presenta-  
t i o n s  and t h e  Legionnai res  
would handle t h e  l o g i s t i c s ,  
such a s  schedul ing ,  t i c k e t  
s a l e s  and parking f o r  v i s i -  
t o r s 

Chief  J e r r y  Keenum of t h e  
Snoqualmie t r i b e  gatheredmany 
l o c a l  t r i b e s  n e a r  L a k e  
Samrnamish i n  March t o  i n t r o -  
duce t h e  o t h e r  t r i b a l  c h i e f s  
t o  t h e  Legionnaires. Members 
of each t r i b e  performed spe- 
c i a l  dances f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  
of Legion members, such a s  t h e  
dance of t h e  magic s t i c k s  and 
the dance of t h e  magic boards. 
I t  was agreed t h a t  t h e  upcom- 
ing  event  would be  p r o f i t a b l e  
and of g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  
Indians and t h e  Kirkland com- 
munity, and would provide Puget 

Sound r e s i d e n t s  with an in-  
s i g h t  i n t o  Indian  c u l t u r e .  

Chief Je r ry  Keenum, along with 
Chief Black Thunder of t h e  
Skykomish t r i b e  and a de l -  
ega t ion  of women from t h e  
Muckleshoot t r i b e  came t o  
Kirkland t o  make ar range-  
ments. The event would be held 
on May 26 and 27, and Juan i t a  
B a Y 
was chosen f o r  t h e  s i t e .  The 
Juan i t a  beaches were i d e a l  
surroundings f o r  t h e  event ,  
s i n c e  Juan i t a  Bay had long 
been a prime wapato ( a  type  
of potato)  harvesting s i t e  f o r  
genera t ions  of Native Ameri- 
cans. By now, t h e  beach had 
been developed a s  a p i c n i c  
and camping a rea  and would 
provide room f o r  t h e  thou- 
sands  expected  t o  a t t e n d .  

The re-enactment of the  sign- 
ing  would be t h e  b i g  event  of 
the  weekend. Joseph Hi l l a i r e ,  
son of t h e  Lurmni chief  who 
signed t h e  t r e a t y  i n  1853, 
gathered d a t a  on what hap- 
pened p r i o r  t o  and a t  t h e  
s ign ing .  Governor Clarence 
Martin was i n v i t e d ,  and ac- 
cepted t h e  o f f e r  t o  p lay  t h e  
r o l e  of Governor Isaac  Stevens 
who signed t h e  t r e a t y  f o r  the  
t e r r i t o r y  o f  Washington.  
Chief J e r r y  Keenum would as- 
sume t h e  r o l e  of h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Chief Pat  Keenum, ano the r  
s igner .  Direct  descendants of 
o ther  co-signers a l s o  assumed 
t h e  r o l e  o f  c h i e f .  

The weekend pow-wow received 
a wealth of p u b l i c i t y ,  The 
LaConner t r i b e  loaned two b i g  
rac ing canoes f o r  d i s p l a y  i n  

S e a t t l e  s t o r e s .  J o s p e h  
H i l l a i r e  went on a speaking 
t o u r ,  appearing i n  au then t i c  
costume before  c i v i c  organi- 
za t ions  and schools ,  and t o l d  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  t r e a t y  and 
of I n d i a n  c u l t u r e .  Mar t in  
Samson, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
Northwest Federat ion of Indi-  
ans made a number of radio  
a p p e a r a n c e s .  

Kirkland g i rded f o r  t h e  com- 
i n g  i n f l u x  of people. For any 
small  town dur ing t h e  depres- 
s ion,  throngs of v i s i t o r s  were 
a welcome s i g h t .  Even though 
Juan i t a  was s t i l l  considered 
a d i s t a n t  community i n  the  eyes 
of most Kirkland businessmen, 
most v i s i t o r s  from Sea t t l e  tha t  
weekend would be t ak ing  the  
Lake Washington f e r r y ,  which 
dropped them o f f  i n  downtown 
Kirkland. S to re f ron t s  were 
gussied up, parking zones were 
repain ted  and e d i t o r i a l s  were 
p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  paper, 
t e l l i n g  c i t i z e n s  t o  make t h e i r  
town more l i k e  'Glossyvil le ' ,  
i n s t e a d  of 'Shabbytown' . Even 
t h e  b r a c k i s h  
stream running through down- 
town Kirkland (an eyesore f o r  
many years)  was cleaned up. 
As t h e  l o c a l  paper described 
it, "The th ings  they found i n  
t h a t  stream! Everything from 
soup t o  n u t s  and l o t s  of i t ! " .  

The l a s t  weekend i n  May f i -  
n a l l y  a r r i v e d  under a canopy 
of c l e a r  b lue  sk ies .  The warm, 
sunny weather brought i n  the  
expected crowds and more. Over 
400 Indians  encamped on the  
beaches of Juan i t a  Bay i n  te -  
pees and t e n t s .  Wearing col- 
o r f u l  t r i b a l  d r e s s ,  t h e y  
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m i n g l e d  
amongst and 
c o n v e r s e d  
w i t h  t h e  
t h o u s a n d s  
of v i s i t o r s .  
A v a r i e t y  of 
Indian r e l i c s  
were on d i s -  
play through- 
o u t  t h e  
grounds f o r  
a l l  t o  see .  

The b i g  excitement during t h e  On Sunday, f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  
day were t h e  canoe races  held af ternoon 's  boat  races,  Gov- 
each afternoon by members from ernor  Martin received a spe- 
t h e  S w i n i n i s h ,  LaConner,  c i a l  honor when he was inducted 
Skagit  and o the r  t r i b e s .  The i n t o  t h e  Lunani t r i b e .  Follow- 
f i r s t  canoe race  was followed i n g  an impressive ceremony of 
by a hurdle race  and then by drumbeats and chants ,  t r i b a l  
s i n g l e  paddle races.  The races l e a d e r  J o s e p h  H i l l a i r e  
which followed, and which cap- accepted him i n t o  t h e  fo ld .  
t i v a t e d  t h e  most spec ta to r s ,  H i l l a i r e  de l ive red  a s t i r r i n g  
were the  f i f t y - f o o t ,  eleven speech, c a l l i n g  Martin a  pro- 
paddle w a r  canoe races. Most t e c t o r  ". . . l i k e  t h e  t a l l  ce- 
people had not seen huge boats  d a r s  t h a t  used t o  guard our 
of t h i s  s i z e  and nature on Lake tepees  i n  t h e  woods.". Martin 
Washington a t  t h e  time, and thanked them deeply f o r  t h e  
they have been r a r e l y  seen honor, and promised t o  do a l l  
s i n c e . i n  h i s  power t o  preserve  t h e i r  

r i g h t s  under t h e  now 80-year- 
Back on shore, over a  thou- o l d  t r e a t y .  
sand pounds of salmon was pre- 
pared and feas ted  upon. Dem- The sun s t a r t e d  t o  s e t  i n  t h e  
ons t ra t ions  of west, and a s  t h e  s k i e s  changed 

Indian games were shown, and c o l o r ,  a  
a s  evening wore on, t r i b a l  - reddish t i n t  covered t h e  en- 
dances were performed. " ~ o s t  t i re  crowd a s  t h e  re-enact- 
of which", described the  lo- merit pageant began. Chief Je r ry  

c a l  paper, "have never been Keenum and members of t h e  
seen by any l a r g e  group of Snoqualmiet r ibe  s taged a Pre- 
white people before." On Sat- Senta t ion  dep ic t ing  t h e  medi- 
urday n ight  i n  an arena b u i l t  c ine  men cross ing Over i n t o  
by t h e  Legion t o  hold 2500 t h e  s p i r i t  c o u n t r y .  c h i e f  
people, h i s t o r i c a l  presents- Shelton of the  Snohomish t r i b e  
t i o n s  were given about  the  gave a welcome speech, a f t e r  
events leading up t o  t h e  sign- w h i c h  h e  a n d  h i s  
i n g  f t h  t a t daughter  in t roduced dancers 
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f r o m  t h e i r  t r i b e .  C h i e f  
Tannishua of t h e  Yakimas d i d  
t h e  same. Other t r i b a l  lead- 
e r s  fol lowing s u i t  included 
Black Thunder of the  Skykomish, 
Mary S t a r r  of t h e  Lost Rainier  
and Ennick of t h e  Darrington. 

The re-enactment ceremony, 
wri t ten by Joseph Hi l l a i r e ,  was 
very w e l l  received.  Many of 
t h e  prominent Indians  p resen t  
p o r t r a y e d  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ,  
while members of t h e  American 
Legion f i l l e d  i n  a s  Governor 
Stevens' entourage. To accom- 
modate t h e  thousands of a t -  
tendees, t h e  Legion had in -  
s t a l l e d  l i g h t i n g  e f f e c t s  and 
a loudspeaker system s o  t h a t  
a l l  present  could see  and hear  
c l e a r l y .  

Af ter  t h e  re-enactment, t r i b a l  
dances continued on i n t o  t h e  
night.  The combination of f i r e -  
l i g h t  and a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t  
danced ac ross  t h e  t r e e s  and 
tepees ,  and t h e  echo of t r i b a l  
drums and s inging voices rang 
louder along t h e  h i l l s i d e s  of 
J u a n i t a  than  eve r  they  had 
before  o r  have s ince .  

This article was previously printed in the 
Kirkland Courier. 
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-- 

Feter  w r k  Qescendents to visit WrkCand 

We have received word fiom Chuck Morgan that the great great niece (Jacqueline from New Zealand) and nephew 
(Robert fi-om St. Catherine, Ontario) of Peter Kirk will be in town at the end of this week (June 28th or 29th). Their 
hther, Jefiey, obtained a part of the mahogany banister from Kirk's home in England (BankEield) prior to it being 
demolished. Robert would like to give it to us. We would like to arrange a ceremony, perhaps by the marker on Waverly 
for this occasion. Hopehlly we will have more information at our meeting Wednesday night. 

Upper photograph is BankEield built 
in 1875 by Peter Kirk and his brother- 
in-law, Charles James Valentine. In 
fiont is Peter Kirk, Jr. kneeling, with 
his cousin, Charles Valentine. 

Right is the massive pipe organ on 
the third floor of B W e l d .  

Kirkland Heritage Society 
An& Collection 
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K I R K L A N D  
HERITAGE SOCIETY 

DIRECTORY 

OFFICIAL ADDRESS: 
304 - 8th Avenue West 
Kirkiand, WA 98033 

Phone: (425) 827-7194 

OFFICERS AND BOARD 

President: Bob Burke 
827-6550 (0) 828-4095@) 

Vice President: Alan Stein 
821-0164 

Secretary: Lynette Friberg 
(360) 376-3887 

'lhasurer: Laura Westlund 
827-6676 

Communications: 
Barbara Loomis 827-7194 

At Large Member: 
Loita Hawkinson 827-1950 

At Large Member: 
Christina Brugman 821-3605 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Archives 
Sue Carter 822-5486 
Don Winters 827-2650 

Oral History 
Christina Brugman 821-3605 
Lomine McConaghy 827-2927 

Historic Buildings 
and Planning 

Vic Newhard (206) 949-6457 
Velda Wilson 641-0528 

Membership and Funding 
Melissa Thirloway 889-9120 

Programs 
Shannon Harris 822-2478 

SPEC~AL ACTM~ES 
Exhibits: 

Vic Newhard (206) 949-6457 
Web Site: 

Kelli Adam 827-5255 

CALENDAR 

June 24 
Board Meeting 
6 p.m. 

7 .m. 
~ e i d i  Bo&, Bennett, 

DailyLi e the 
cbmtdh"f;* 

June 28th or 30th 
Peter Kirks' rela- 

tives here, ceremony 
possibly at  marker on 
Waverly. Call Bob Burke 
for information. 82 7-6550 

828-4095 H. 

June 30 
AKCHO Meeting 
9:00 am 

Good Shepherd Center 
HistmOPIc Seatle 

July 18 - 19 
SummerFest 
Marina Park 

Call ' C ~ C  N t ~ w  (206) 949- 
6457 to volunteer to klp at oea 
bodh 

July 29 
NO KHS PROGRAM 

TEIS MONTH 

August3 
Oral History Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

Christina Brugmam S house: 
III22AE I 3 2 4  d821-3605 
folr m m  mjkmtion 

August 26 
KHS Program: 

Baskins House Tour 
Paid up Members only! 

Unless dhenvisenotedm 
meetings are held the last 
W- qfthe month at 7 
pm, KirklmrdGmgregmhal 
Churdt, 1wsthAw 

I 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
July 1,1998 - June 30,1999 

KHS now qualifies for tax exemption un- 
der 50 1 (c)(3) and your contribution is de- 
ductible to the extent allowed by law. We 
now qualie for match contributions by 
those employers who offer this benefit. 

Individual $20 
0 Family $25 
0 SeniorIStudent $15 
0 Supporting $100 
0 Life Member $1,000 
P OrganizationIGovernment $100 
P Professional/Business $125 
0 Corporate $250 

TOTAL ENCLOSED: 
P My Company Matches Contributions 
Conact: 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Your membership is the f k t  important step in 
helping achieve our goals. Inkrested in helping 
on other projects? Please indicate the areas in 
which you would be able to volunteer. 

Serve on a Standing Committee: 
Archives and Collections 
Education and Research 
Membership and Funding 
Monthly Programs 
Oral History 
Newsletter, B l a c k k q  m e s  
KHS Web Site 

Work on specific activity: 
Exhibit at Community Events 
Home Tour 
Do Photography / Update Slides 
Install Original Street Name Signs 
V~clm on Kirkland History 
School Ekiucation Program 

Name 
Address 
city SQte-Zp 
Home# Work # 
OrganizatiodFIrm 

Checksshould be made payable and mailed to: 
Kirk landmSocie ty ,  235-10thAve. W., 
Kirkland, WA 98033. Phone: (425) 889 - 9120 
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