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STATUSON HERITAGE HALL: 2004
Bob Burke

We received agrant from the King County Cultural
Development Authority for $17,000 and the Kirkland
City Council put $12,000 in the final 2004 budget to
help us compl ete the Heritage Resource Center!
These grants have allowed us to:

- Buy and install the rest of the trim -
windows, doors, ceiling, etc.;

- Install the specia cork panel flooring (R.
L. Shular Flooring); and

- Purchase and install the lighting fixtures
(CharlesLoomisDesign).
We had two grants pending: One with the Totem
Lake Garden Club to complete the landscaping for
which we were not selected - we were one of 400
requests nationally; and a second request to The
Seattle Foundation, which, if funded would complete
alot of the last items allowing KHS to start to be
operational in the space. The City will beinstalling
anirrigation system this spring.

Heidi Tucker who works for the Bank of America
alerted usto the opportunity to obtain free furniture
and equipment. In addition to prior furniture
donations we now have awood conference table, six
conference chairs, afour-drawer file cabinet, two
shelf unitsand an AV Cart with TV for use upstairs.

Thanks to the two work parties who finished the
painting and got the Heritage Resource Center
cleaned up and ready to install the cork floor and also

moved furniture stored upstairs and in the archives.
We had alot of complaints the Saturday morning
Barbara Loomis was out of town and didn’t prepare
fresh baked muffins. Thanksto: Eric Shields,
Nancy Stephens, Sue & Sants Contreras, Dave
Ramsay, Dale & Loita Hawkinson, Vic Newhard,
Rod Graham, L ee Beard and Barbara L oomis.
Light fixtureswill be delivered and hopefully installed
the week of February 9th. Also, the bulbs we planted
are starting to come up! All therest of the plants are
looking healthy!

Our goal isto complete the Heritage Resource
Center, get our occupancy permit and set up thefiles,
computers, etc. by the end of the month. We will
probably hold an open house with the Community
Heritage Day in May! Anyone with expertisein
library and filing systems? Call 828-4095.

KIRKLAND CENTENNIAL 2005

The Members of the Kirkland Heritage Society will
play amajor rolein the Kirkland Centennial
Celebration of Incorporation in 2005. Bob Burke,
Merrily Dicksand Alan Stein have been working
with the Committee during the organizational phase
of thiseffort. A Community Open House was held
January 12th at City Hall. Itincluded avideo
featuring Peter Kirk who handed the stories of
Kirkland's more recent history off to storyteller -
Alan Stein. The Committee will be meetingin
February to finalize a proposal to the City Council.

Kirkland was officially incorporated asa City on
October 12th, 1905. The present plan isto begin the
celebration next year starting with Founder’sWeek /
Peter Kirk’sBirthday in February with displays and
events. Inaddition to Heritage Hall they will be held
at the Peter Kirk Building / Kirkland Arts Center and
other locations. Obviously, the 4th of July will bean
even more super spectacular event; and in October
therewill beaKirkland Gala culminating the year.

| deas have included preparing atimeline history of
Kirkland, a Centennial Calendar, street banners, and
many more great ideas. We are looking to involve
neighborhoods, schools and service groupsin the
celebration.
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In May 2003 we are planning to have aCommunity-
wide Heritage Weekend. It will include eventsto

cel ebrate the opening of the Heritage Resource Center,
aswell as efforts to obtain historic photographs, conduct
ora histories and copy and preserve documentsrelated
toKirkland'shistory.

One of the suggestions made at the Open Housefor a
legacy from this celebration was that we should develop
a“Centennial Garden” north of Heritage Hall. A garden
with awater feature/ fountain isaready inthe Waverly
Park Plan. It has been suggested that a garden structure
would complement the garden and Heritage Hall for use
for weddings and mestings.

The Centennial Committeeisa so proposing that
neighborhoods, businessand service organizationsbe
involved in sponsoring events. KHS has proposed that
each neighborhood should work on researching and
preparing aneighborhood history including collection of
photographs and documents and conducting ora
histories.

WILKESON STONE PAVERSSTILL
AVAILABLE

We will beingtalling the next group of Wilkeson Stone
Paversin early March. At the present timethereare
only 3large pavers at $350 | eft and less than 300 of the
6-inch square pavers at $50 to $60 each depending on
the number of lines. You can obtain an order form from
our website: www.kirklandheritage.org, pick one up at
Heritage Hall or call 828-4095.
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM
February 25, 2004, 7:00 pm
Heritage Hall, 203 Market Street

CHUCK MORGAN REMINISCES
ABOUT KIRKLAND

Chuck hasbeen in Kirkland for nearly 60
years. Hehasbeen actively involved in and a
major contributor toour community! He
donated thebound copiesof theEast Side
Jour nal published between 1918t0 1976 to
KHS. Hewastheformer owner and
publisher of the East Sde Journal.

Chuck isintheprocessof writing his
memoirsl Hewill sharestoriesof hislife
here, thegrowth of Kirkland and his

per spective of theimportance of our history
toour community’sdevelopment and

char acter.

KIRKLAND
HOSPITAL

* Medical, Matemity
and Surgical Cases

* Open to All
Physicians

Phone Kirkland 1001
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Kirkland Heritage Society’s
2004 Programs

KHS meets the last Wednesday of
each month
Location: Heritage Hall in Kirkland
Time: 7:00 pm.

February 25t

Chuck Morgan—Resident History

Chuck will talk about hislifein Kirkland and
hismemoirs.

March31% Matt McCauley—Resident History
Matt will talk about the history of McAuliffe Park.
April 28" Antigue Clocks—TBC

May No meeting. TBC-
Centennial Heritage Meeting on May 15".

June 30"
Furniture
Norkirk neighborhood businessman, Jan Zoltowski,
from Old World Antique Restoration, will givea
presentation on restoration, refinishing, and areview
of your sMALL antique piece.

Refinishing Antique

July No meeting. Kirkland's
Summerfest. Come see us at the booth!

August 25"  KHSAnNnual Blackberry Sundae
Social

Taste the berriesand delicious vanillaice cream.
Bring in afavorite item to share or be ready to tell
your favorite Kirkland story.

September 29"Nancy Sephens—Resident History
Nancy will share her family history from the Rose Hill
Neighborhood.

October 27t Kirkland Ghost Sories.
Program to be formalized.

November No meeting dueto
Thanksgiving
December TBD KHSAnnual Holiday Home

& Cookie Exchange

Who Murdered Letitia Whitehall?

Tom Hitzroth has been researching alocal murder
mystery for seven years.

Letitiawas a 14 year-old school girl who waslast seenin
downtown Kirkland about 5:35 pm on October 30, 1926.
Her body was found two weeks later in the Sammamish
River just west of the Kenmore bridge.

In January 1927, aKirkland dentist was charged with the
murder but was acquitted three monthslater. The
Whitehall’slived in the Kirkland area on Rose Hill from
April 1926 to sometimein 1930/31. Among Kirkland
familieswho knew LetitiaWhitehall’sfamily werethe
Davis's, the Fisk’s, the Jacobson's, the Bette's, and well as
severa others. Shewas amember of the Holy Family
Catholic Church when it was located closer to downtown
Kirkland. If you have any memories of thiscrime, or
recall information/opinions expressed by others of that era
please contact Tom at thitzroth@email.msn.com or call
him after 6 PM at (425) 823-2981 or 820-9984.

Kirkland Cannery, probably during WWiI|
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WHERE HASTHE HISTORY GONE?
By Loita Hawkinson

Many family histories are being lost. They are not being
lost because people are careless. They are being lost
because of our modern life style.

Most family history was preserved because people were
thrifty and they had attics. Chests and trunks could be
packed and forgotten, gathering dust in the attic. People
did not move so the uselessitems, toys, letters, and photos
could slowly mature from clutter to treasure.

Today our homes are built without attics. Our limited
storage isfull of plastic containers with our current clutter
and treasures. Many people frequently weed out the less
desired making room for the new. We cannot keep it all
and because we no longer have attics, we cannot pack it
up and forget it. So our history goes to thrift stores,
garage sales, trash cans, to eBay.

Our oral history isbeing lost because of modern times as
well. People used to do the dishes by hand and we did not
dotheminsilence. Daily dishesfor many years allowed
familiesto share memories. It wasthe repeating of this
history over the yearsthat allowed detailsto sink in and be
understood. The dishwasherstook care of that. At least
wetalked in cars. Walkmanstook care of that.

| think people treasure their family history. If not, scrap
booking would not be so popular. An entireindustry is
dependent on the sentimental collecting of photosand
memories. EBay allowsfolksto buy back what they
tossed out years ago. Data bases are full of genealogy and
folks sharing what they have found.

We lose history because everything goesthrough atime
whenitissimply old. Kirkland residents often ask what
ever happened to Peter Kirkshouse...theoneillustrated in
KHS'slogo. It wastorn down when it was huge and
gaudy. The materialsfrom that home hel ped build three
other houses. Thistoois history. But many of uswish we
had the original building.

Collectors are always thinking on what to buy and save,
hoping it will become collectibleand they canturna
profit. Families should think like a collector. We will not
turn afinancial profit by the carefully preservation of our
history, but the results will be priceless.

Loita Hawkinson is KHC/KHS founding member and
currently serves as Board Secretary

The CaptainsK

Cap’'n Kangaroo wasmy idol. | really loved that
show when | was akid. The photo was taken back in
'96, when he was in Seattle promoting his
autobiography, which | bought and he signed. The
photo was taken at the old Tower Books that used to
be near Seattle Center.

Mr. Rogers was alittle after my childhood, but when
| wasin high school and college, | actually liked
watching him now and then. There was something
refreshing about his calmness and the smplewayshe
would explain things. | found his show very soothing
and relaxing, ararity amongst kid shows. Even
Captain Kangaroo was kind of frenetic, what with all
those ping-pong balls hitting him on the head and
stuff.

When | met Bob Keeshan at the book sigining he
wasexactly likeyou' d expect. Very affableand
sweet. HIs book is very cool. Lots of photos, and a
very entertaining narrative. Very sad to see him go.

@lam

Alan Sein isa KHSfounding member and serves as
Board Vice President
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From theArchives...

By David Cantrill

Dave serves At-Large on the KHS Board and chairs the Archives and Collections Committee

Dave recently received the following email and thought he'd
passit on to the KHS member ship:

Dave—+ picked up your card at the new

museum Good work! | still have origi-
nal clipping of the followi ng poem Can
you use it? WIIl mail if you w sh.

O W Jensen, |ssaquah.

Thefollowing was clipped from a copy of the December 7,
1944 Kirkland East Side Journal which | received during
WWII when in Patton’s 3rd Army. | carried it through the
fighting in France, the Battle of the Bulge, acrossthe
Rhine and into Czechoslovakia, prior to returning to my
homein Kirkland. Oscar Jensen, Kirkland High School,
Classof 1942

L}
-
T il

Unfortunately, we don’t have a photograph of Mr. Jensen
during thewar. For flavor, these shots are of my late,
great-uncle, Juanita resident, Walter Winchell, pictured
here in front of a Naz pillbox the men had recently
cleared . France. June, 1944 —Ed.

By Erie Gregory
206 7th Ave.
The little town of Kirkland may not
seem like much to some,
With its lack of larger buildings and
factories to hum.
It may not have the parks and other
thingsto see,
But the little town of Kirkland is
very dear to me.
| wonder if the critics who like to
run us down,
and talk about our shortcomings
can show us another town.
With a setting so exquisite, like a
jewel in a core—
Foothills for a background, and a
lake for its front door.
We are nestled in the hills, yet before
usthereisspread
a scene that has no equal—
nothing truer € er was said:
A lake of wonderous beauty, beyond
which a city lies;
A lake for swimming, boating, and
afisher’'sparadise
The people are so friendly, they make
one feel at home.

And cause usto forget the past,
and wish no more to roam.
Others may want to travel, strange
mysteries to see.

But thelittle town of Kirkland is
Good enough for me.
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The following appeared in the August,
1945 Directory of Kirkland...

-
ICLASRITIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

A Brief History of Kirkland

...AND A LOOK INTO ITSFUTURE

The history of Kirkland—a community whaich had a
tragic industria beginning but has since grown into
one of the most substantial residential communities of
Kinf county (sic)—reads like a fairy tae. A few “old-
timers’ are well acquainted with Kirkland's back-
ground, but most new residents know little or nothing
about it.

The east shore of Lake Washington boasted only a
few scattered setters in 1897 (sic)* when L.S.J. Hunt,
then owner of the Sesttle Post Intelligencer, con-
celved the idea of making this community a great
industria city—"The Pittsburgh of the West.” Great
quantities of iron ore had been discovered in the
Cascade Mountains near Snoquamie. To utilize this
ore, a huge iron and steel works, with a smelting plant
and shops for the fabrication of rails and other steel
products was planned for Kirkland.

Peter Kirk, a wedthy English steel man, was
interested in the project and came to the community
to take over the actual managment. He and the other
members of the Great Western Iron and Sted!
Company and the Kirkland Land and Development
company bought al the land around the present site of
Kirkland, leased the mines for 45 years, erected
severd brick buildings on Market street which are
dtill standing, and purchased tons of heavy machinery.

But, the project was degtined to fall. The expected high-
grade iron ore was too expengve to mine and haul. The
Panic of 1893 occured & a ariticd time and some of the
members of the company couldn’t pay their assessment.
Consaquently, the project was abandoned and Kirkland
lay idle, with only afew sdtlers for severd years.

Since that time, however, Kirkland has geadily grown as
aresdentid community. Ferry service has dways made it
readily accesshle to Sedttle and many of the people who
live here work in Seettle. Hundreds of poultry farmers
darymen, and truck gardeners, who have their farms neer
Kirkland, make this—the naturd center of Eagt Side
busness—ther headquarters. Kirkland has dways been a
“good business town.” Even during the depresson>

Kirkland's population was very smal when the town was
incorporated in 1905 with Dr. H.E.Bradley as the firg
mayor and Ollis Patty as tressurer. In the census of 1940,
however, the town was officidly lised as having 2,084
resdents. In 1944, with the wartime boom at the local
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when maleriols are ovallable
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penl if s
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Kirkland Telephone Co.

shipyears and other war indugtries increasing the
population greetly, the number of resdents
within the city limits was esimated a 3,750.

Now thet the war is over, Kirkland can expect a
dight decrease in population beacuse the work
a the shipyards and other manufacturing plants
will undoubtedly drop off. However, other
industries will likely take up the dack and
provide jobs for hundreds of our newcomers
from other parts of the United Sates who have
come to the Pecific Northweg, like it here and

wart to stay.

Kirkland welcomes new residents and hope
(9¢) they will make their permanent home
here. The Commercid club and city
government are busy planning improve-
ments for the town which meke it an even
more dtreactive place in which to live
New indugtries, more complete bus service
to Sedttle will mean more payrolls here.




This is a neat shot facing

east at the foot of market

Street. It was from a post-

card that was up for sale

T on eBay recntly. The old
telephone building, left,
_ ! Lo started out as the offices of

= & i Peter Kirk’s steel mill and
. E theKirkland Land and Im-
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I " provement Company. In
= w— 2 19111t housed theKirkland
State Bank and by 1914

' . '--""‘-H.T . e = David Burr’s Lake Wash-
. H . P~ ington Telephone Company
; l I : was upstairs. It was called

| e = The Bank Building.
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